EXTRACTS  FROM  LETTERS  ON 
THE  AMERICAN  REBELLION 


BY 
SAMUEL  A.  GODDARD 

OF  BIRMINGHAM,  ENGLAND 


LONDON,  1870 


EDITOR'S  PREFACE 

The  author  was  a  brother  of  the  wife  of  Rev.  Samuel  A.  May,  the 
eminent  Unitarian  clergyman  and  abolitionist  of  Boston.  Re 
siding  in  Birmingham,  England,  during  the  whole  period  of  the 
Rebellion,  he  contributed  a  series  of  letters  to  the  newspapers  of  that 
city,  upholding  the  Union  cause,  and  informing  the  British  people 
as  to  the  real  nature  and  objects  of  the  secession  insurrection.  They 
form  a  valuable  though  little-known  part  of  Lincoln  literature, 
and  their  author  truly  says,  in  his  Preface:  "Being  for  the  most 
part  elicited  by  the  speeches  of  eminent  men  and  the  statements 
put  forth  by  influential  writers,  they  lay  claim  to  some  historic 
value  as  replies  to  these,  insomuch  as  they  exhibit  the  views  and 
bias  of  the  day,  and  link  together  a  series  of  events,  opinions  of 
men  of  the  time,  and  phases  of  political  feelings  not  elsewhere  to 
be  learned  without  extensive  and  laborious  research." 
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PRESIDENT  LINCOLN  AND  SLAVERY 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Daily  Post: 

SIR:  " Young  Birmingham"  raises  his  voice  to  stay  the  at 
tempt  on  the  part  of  his  townsmen  to  encourage  President 
Lincoln  in  his  efforts  to  emancipate  the  slaves. 

He  thinks  emancipation  not  desirable  if  it  be  effected 
through  "political  trickery."  He  thinks  a  Union  which  has  counte 
nanced  slavery  heretofore  not  worth  preserving  without  slavery.  He 
hates  slavery,  both  where  openly  avowed  and  where  shuffled  with, 
and  therefore  would  not  aid  the  President  in  putting  it  down,  nor 
oppose  the  rebels  in  establishing  it.  He  would  not  sympathize  in 
Mr.  Lincoln's  efforts,  because  Mr.  Lincoln's  aspirations  are  not  so 
high  and  holy  as  he  thinks  they  should  be,  and  would  lend  him  no  aid 
because  he  doubts  his  ability  to  triumph  without  aid.  He  doubts  the 
political  right  of  Mr.  Lincoln  to  war  against  the  establishment  of 
a  slave  empire,  and  would  not  lend  him  assistance  because  he  is  not 
sincere  in  prosecuting  a  doubtful  right.  He  stigmatises  the  thou 
sands  and  millions  of  Abolitionists  in  America  as  hypocrites;  as 
pretenders  to  a  sentiment  they  do  not  entertain. 

Can  this  young  man,  in  offering  these  reasons  at  the  present  time, 
be  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  they  have  been  constantly  in  the  mouths 
of  all  persons  for  the  last  two  years,  who  have  been  true  to  one 
idea,  viz:  that  of  assisting  to  build  up  a  Slave  Empire?  Can  he 
be  ignorant  that,  until  these  reasons  had  been  worn  threadbare 
and  their  worthlessness  exposed,  the  proposal  to  address  the  Presi 
dent  was  not  agitated?  Is  he  so  conceited  in  his  own  opinion  as 
not  to  be  conscious  of  the  shameful  impertinence  of  stigmatizing 
the  tens  of  thousands  of  Abolitionists  in  America,  who  had  grown 
gray  in  the  cause  before  he  was  born,  the  position,  the  intelligence, 
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and  the  sincerity  of  many  of  whom  place  them  at  the  head  of  the 
noble  army  of  philanthropists,  as  hypocrites  !  No  doubt  his  appeal 
to  his  fellow-townsmen  will  be  as  ineffective  as  his  arguments  are 
weak.  I  will  now  give  some  reasons  why  every  labouring  man 
and  woman,  and  every  Christian,  in  Birmingham  and  in  all  Great 
Britain,  should  sign  the  address  to  President  Lincoln  : 


—  Because  it  is  always  right  to  assist  in  a  good  cause,  whatever  the 
motive  of  some  of  the  actors  in  it  may  be. 

Second  —  Because  if  President  Lincoln  succeeds,  four  millions  of  human 
beings  and  their  progeny  forever,  will  be  relieved  from  slavery  and  beastly 
degradation. 

Third  —  Because  if  President  Lincoln  does  not  succeed,  the  fetters  of 
these  four  millions  and  their  progeny  to  endless  ages,  so  far  as  the  mind  can 
scan,  will  be  riveted  and  confirmed,  and  because  if  this  should  occur  through 
the  want  of  our  sympathizing  aid,  the  curse  of  God  will  rest  upon  us. 

Fourth  —  Because  America,  freed  from  slavery,  will  offer  a  happy  home. 
fifty  times  larger  than  England,  to  which  the  surplus  population  of 
Europe  can  resort  for  ages  to  come,  and  where  they  can  enjoy  full  protec 
tion,  free  schools,  a  free  church,  and  undisputed  political  equality  with  all 
classes. 

Fifth  —  Because  Mr.  Lincoln's  cause  is  just  and  holy;  the  cause  of  truth 
and  universal  humanity;  and 

Sixth  —  Because,  although  at  times  the  clouds  lower,  Christian  faith  gives 
the  certain  expectation  that  Providence  will  eventually  smile  on  the  cause, 
and  shower  blessings  upon  all  who  promote  it. 

AN  OLD  INHABITANT  OF  BIRMINGHAM. 
January  10,  1863. 

MR.  LINCOLN'S  PROCLAMATION 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Daily  Gazette: 

Sir  —  You  have  stated  in  the  Gazette  of  to-day  that  "Mr.  Lin 
coln's  Emancipation  -  proclamation  could  not  be  based  upon  any 
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broad  principles  of  humanity,  for  humanity  knows  no  material 
boundaries,"  and  that  "it  was  remarkably  objectionable,  inasmuch 
as  it  declared  freedom  to  slaves  whom  Mr.  Lincoln's  armies  could 
not  reach,  and  left  in  slavery  those  whose  freedom  his  soldiers  could 
achieve  and  maintain." 

I  wish,  with  your  permission,  to  reply,  first,  that,  with  respect 
to  the  dogma  that  "humanity  knows  no  material  boundaries,"  it 
may  be  said  that  obedience  to  law  is  perhaps  the  highest  evidence 
of  an  advanced  state  of  civilization  and  of  humane  rule ;  and  that  it 
is  in  the  interests  of  humanity  that  rulers  should  abide  by  law,  not 
trespassing  upon  it,  but  directing  their  efforts  to  its  revision  when 
it  appears  opposed  to  the  dictates  of  humanity;  therefore,  if  this 
be  true,  Mr.  Lincoln,  in  abiding  by  law,  has  not  evinced  that  his 
proclamation  was  not  the  result  of  a  high  order  of  humanity;  and, 
secondly,  with  respect  to  the  second  portion  of  the  quotation,  the 
opinion  there  advanced  has  been  so  often  and  so  conclusively  shown 
to  be  erroneous,  I  cannot  find  any  justification  for  its  re-assertion 
by  any  well-informed  journalist. 

It  is  truly  stated  in  the  article  alluded  to  that  "the  Emancipation 
proclamation  was  a  military  measure,"  for  it  was  only  as  a  military 
measure  that  the  President  had  any  power  to  issue  it.  He  had  no 
right  to  apply  it  to  the  slave  States  not  in  rebellion;  no  one  through 
out  the  whole  nation,  friend  or  foe,  disputes  this;  but  in  the  rebel 
States,  as  "a  military  necessity"  he  had  a  right,  and  if  up  to  the 
present  time  he  has  been  unable  to  enforce  it  throughout  those 
States,  it  has  been  his  misfortune,  not  his  fault ;  one  of  the  greatest 
impediments,  however,  the  cannon  and  gunpowder  supplied  from 
Great  Britain.  Mr.  Lincoln,  therefore,  in  this  instance,  has  fol 
lowed  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  still  kept  within  the  law,  and 
in  the  case  of  the  slave  States  not  in  rebellion,  he  has  kept  within 
the  law  in  not  applying  the  Proclamation  to  them,  and  has  followed 
the  dictates  of  humanity  in  advising  them  to  free  their  slaves,  and 
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in  recommending  Congress  to  indemnify  them  for  so  doing.  One 
of  these  States  has  already  passed  a  gradual  Emancipation  act, 
and  others  are  taking  steps  in  the  same  direction.  Mr.  Lincoln 
has  made  gigantic  strides  toward  the  total  abolition  of  slavery,  and 
his  acts  will  confer  lasting  honour  upon  him  in  the  page  of  his 
tory,  notwithstanding  the  cavils  of  those  who,  seeking  for  an  excuse 
for  sympathy  with  pro-slavery  oligarchs,  and  knowing  absolutely 
nothing  of  the  difficulties  of  the  situation,  will  not  accept  a  good 
action  because,  as  they  assert,  it  springs  from  a  wrong  motive  or 
is  not  calculated  to  accomplish  all  the  good  which  they  in  their  wis 
dom  think  should  be  attained. 

England  in  the  Union  with  Scotland  has  conceded  certain  rights 
to  the  Scotch  Church.  In  its  Union  with  Ireland,  it  has  also  con 
ceded  certain  rights;  the  concessions  in  both  instances  we  will  sup 
pose,  for  argument's  sake,  being  highly  offensive  to  the  English 
conscience.  Now,  should  Scotland  rebel,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
England  would  have  a  perfect  right  to  abolish  this  concession,  nor 
that  it  would  be  politic  to  do  so,  if  its  existence  were  found  to  re 
tard  the  march  of  armies  into  Scotland  to  suppress  the  rebellion. 
But  because  the  rebellion  gave  the  right  to  abolish  the  concession 
in  Scotland,  it  would  give  no  right  to  abolish  the  concession  in  Ire 
land,  where  there  had  been  no  rebellion.  This,  to  some  extent  a 
parallel  case,  is,  however,  weaker,  inasmuch  as  that  the  slaves  are  a 
more  material  instrument  of  war,  and  can  be  more  practically  dealt 
with,  than  speculative  theological  opinions. 

If,  as  reported  by  the  correspondent  of  the  Tribune,  any  United 
States  officers  or  soldiers  assist  in  returning  slaves  to  their  masters, 
it  renders  them  liable  to  be  cashiered  or  dismissed  from  the  service 
in  disgrace.  It  is  contrary  to  an  express  law  of  Congress  and  to 
the  intentions  of  the  President.  In  fact,  it  is  owing  to  its  being 
contrary  to  law  that  the  correspondent  points  it  out;  indeed,  in  one 
of  the  three  instances  named,  he  represents  the  actor  (who,  by  the 
States  jacket  under  an  overseer's  coat,"  all  that  need  be  here  added 
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on  the  subject  is  that,  if  such  things  really  do  occur,  it  is  high  time 
to  send  General  Butler  back  to  the  district.  He  did  not  permit 
such  acts  of  insubordination. 

The  article  on  this  subject  occupies  but  half  a  column  in  the 
Tribune,  while  the  correspondent  gives  two  columns  of  other  mat 
ter  in  the  same  paper;  from  the  purport  of  which  a  very  different 
state  of  things  would  be  inferred;  and,  among  other  remarks,  is  one 
that  the  judge  of  a  district  had  decided  that  "a  master  could  not 
legally  beat  a  slave,  but  might  be  proceeded  against  for  an  as 
sault — a  very  great  advance  in  favour  of  the  slave.  All  the  "hor 
rors,"  however,  named  by  the  correspondent  are  trivial  in  com 
parison  with  those  which  took  place,  according  to  the  same  corre 
spondent,  while  the  rebels  had  possession.  Then  slaves  were  "mum 
mified  on  the  fly-wheel  of  a  steam  engine"  or  "buried  alive  to  the 
chin  and  left  without  food  for  days";  and  it  does  seem  that  one  must 
be  greatly  in  want  of  an  excuse  for  holding  a  particular  opinion, 
or  have  peculiar  notions  in  the  "interests  of  humanity,"  who  can 
desire  to  see  the  establishment  of  a  system  which  produced  the  lat 
ter  horrors,  in  preference  to  the  present  rule,  even  if  it  be  true  that 
soldiers  are  occasionally  guilty  of  breaking  the  law  and  committing 
outrages  upon  the  slaves. 

"Mr.  Charles  Sturge,"  and  others  who  signed  the  address,  no 
doubt  considered  the  Proclamation  to  be  issued  in  good  faith,  as  it 
certainly  was ;  and  they  are  in  no  wise  amenable  to  reproach  because 
there  are  difficulties  in  the  way  of  its  execution,  nor  is  the  Presi 
dent.  It  is  a  gratuitous  assumption,  altogether  unwarranted  by 
facts,  that  "the  President  has,  for  prudential  reasons,  permitted 
these  cruelties  to  be  practised."  It  is  in  no  respect  true;  nor  is  the 
President  responsible  for  Mr.  Greeley's  opinion,  the  correctness  of 
which  appears  to  be  generally  denied.  Mr.  Greeley  holds,  not 
pertinaciously,  but  "subject  to  correction,"  as  he  himself  declares, 
that  should  the  rebel  States  return  to  their  allegiance,  the  Proc- 
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lamation  would  not  have  affected  slaves  in  the  districts  where  the 
Government  had  obtained  no  military  control;  while  others  are  of 
the  opinion  that,  by  virtue  of  the  Proclamation,  all  blacks  in  the 
rebel  States  are  now  free  men,  and  can  no  more  be  enslaved,  should 
the  rebellion  be  put  down,  than  any  white  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  The  Government  is  bound  to  protect  all  its  citizens;  no 
one  could  be  enslaved  by  any  State  power;  and  as  the  law  forbids 
the  importation  of  slaves  or  of  persons  to  be  enslaved,  it  follows 
that,  under  a  restoration  of  the  Union,  slavery  could  never  be  re 
established  in  the  rebel  States,  nor  in  any  new  State,  the  latter 
being  already  prohibited  by  law.  Mr.  Greeley  and  all  admit  that 
slaves  who  come  within  the  military  lines  of  the  Government  are 
forever  free :  so  those  persons  who  really  wish  to  see  the  slaves  eman 
cipated  must  desire  to  see  these  military  lines  extended  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  rebel  territory. 

May  2,  1863, 

SAMUEL  A.  GODDARD. 


THE  DEATH  OF  MR.  LINCOLN 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Daily  Post: 

Sir — As  the  mind  partially  recovers  from  the  shock  caused  by 
the  sad  news  of  yesterday,  the  thought  which  arises  and  the  ques 
tion  which  all  will  ask  is,  what  effect  will  the  removal  of  Mr.  Lin 
coln  have  upon  the  foreign  and  domestic  relations  of  the  American 
nation? 

In  attempting  to  solve  this  question  it  must  be  recollected  that 
Mr.  Lincoln  did  not  create  the  national  policy.  His  policy  was 
created,  sustained  and  enforced  by  public  opinion.  He  may  have 
modified  and  shaped  it  in  some  respects,  but  he  took  no  important 
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step  not  urged  by  public  opinion  through  its  legal  and  recognized 
channels.  Indeed,  he  constantly  declared  he  was  but  the  exponent 
of  the  wishes  of  the  nation,  being  inclined  to  conservatism  because 
the  ruling  power  in  America,  "the  landed  democracy,"  is  conserva 
tive. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln  does  not  necessarily  effect  the  removal 
of  a  single  person  in  office;  nor  is  there  any  probability  that  any 
change  will  be  made  in  the  Cabinet,  further  than  the  appointment 
of  a  substitute  for  Mr.  Seward,  while  he  is  unable  to  attend  to  the 
duties  of  office.  The  Congress  is  already  chosen,  and,  having  a 
much  larger  majority  of  the  dominant  party  than  the  last,  it  is 
not  likely  to  enforce,  nor  even  to  recommend,  a  different  line  of 
policy  to  that  hitherto  pursued. 

With  respect  to  the  new  President,  he  was  nominated  by  the  same 
convention  that  nominated  Mr.  Lincoln,  chosen  by  the  same  party, 
and  received  about  the  same  number  of  votes;  which  should  be 
conclusive  of  his  fitness  for  the  office  to  which  he  was  elected.  He 
had  been  before  the  public,  and  those  who  nominated  him,  fifteen 
years  as  a  Representative  and  Senator  to  Congress,  and  three  years 
as  military  governor  of  Tennessee,  appointed  by  Mr.  Lincoln. 
Born  in  a  slave  State,  he  was  not  originally  an  Abolitionist,  but, 
witnessing  the  evils  of  slavery,  he  adhered  to  the  Union  on  the 
breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  and  became  an  advocate  of  universal 
Emancipation.  The  fault  that  has  been  found  with  him,  and  over 
which  an  outcry  is  raised,  is  that  he  was  to  some  extent  under  the 
influence  of  drink  at  the  time  of  his  inauguration.  This  is  to  be 
lamented;  but  it  may  here  be  noticed  that  those  who  are  foremost 
in  casting  stones  at  him  are  not  teetotalers,  but  persons  whose 
gauge  of  drinking  morality  is  the  quantity  they  can  "stand  under" 
without  exposing  their  position1.  It  is  now,  however,  understood 
that  Mr.  Johnson's  state  on  the  day  of  inauguration  arose  from 
a  medical  prescription  administered  to  recruit  exhausted  nature, 

1  Condition. 
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but  which  proved  too  much  for  his  temporary  weak  state.  Mr. 
Johnson  is  reported  to  be  a  man  of  ability,  thoroughly  in  favor 
of  the  total  abolition  of  slavery,  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  Union, 
and  it  may  be  fully  expected  that  he  will  fill  the  office  to  which  he 
is  called  creditably  to  himself  and  the  nation.  His  mode  of  accept 
ing  the  Presidency  has  already  created  a  favourable  impression, 
and  no  doubt  he  will  pursue  the  course  marked  out  by  Mr.  Lincoln, 
except  that,  in  consequence  of  the  outrage  now  deplored,  he  may 
be  less  lenient  to  rebels  who  may  be  brought  to  trial  and  condemned 
than  Mr.  Lincoln  would  have  been. 

It  would  be  ungenerous  and  unjust  not  to  acknowledge  the  uni 
versal  sympathy  that  is  felt  and  expressed  throughout  this  nation, 
with  respect  to  the  sad  calamity  which  has  overtaken  the  American 
nation  and  people.  It  is  apparently  as  general  and  sincere  as  it 
would  have  been  had  a  like  calamity  occurred  to  any  of  its  people 
outside  the  Royal  family.  An  effort,  however,  is  making  by  those 
writers  who  sided  with  the  rebels  to  create  distrust  in  the  future 
by  predicting  great  misfortunes  to  America,  through  the  imputed 
infirmity  and  unfitness  for  office  of  the  new  President.  Some  sup 
pose  that  Grant  or  Sherman  must  take  command,  and  others  that 
the  people  will  insist  on  the  President's  resigning,  and  others  that 
the  Congress  will  turn  him  out;  which  suppositions  are  so  purely 
nonsensical  that  it  is  unnecessary  further  to  notice  them.  If  these 
writers  had  a  wholesome  recollection  of  past  errors,  they  would  not 
forget  how  they  abused  and  ridiculed  Mr.  Lincoln  without  cause, 
and  would  avoid  falling  again  into  like  error. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  it  may  be  regarded  as  certain  that  there 
will  be  no  material  change  of  policy.  The  surrender  of  John 
ston's  army  and  of  Mobile  will  soon  be  heard  of,  and  that  will  about 
end  the  war.  The  Emancipation  Proclamation  will  be  adhered  to; 
the  rebel  States  will  be  reorganized  rapidly;  and  twenty-seven 
States,  the  required  number,  possibly  thirty-one,  will  ratify  the 
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amendment  to  the  Constitution  forever  prohibiting  slavery  through 
out  the  land.  A  better  system  of  direct  taxation  will  be  adopted,  the 
Customs  duties  will  be  revised  and  placed  upon  a  more  liberal  foot 
ing,  and  the  national  resources  will  be  directed  to  the  rapid  extinc 
tion  of  the  expenses  of  the  war. 

This  attack  upon  Mr.  Lincoln  and  Mr.  Seward,  so  unmeaning  and 
fruitless  in  every  possible  view  that  can  be  taken  of  it,  may  have 
been  planned  by  a  few  individuals  only;  but  it  is  the  legitimate 
fruit  of  the  institution  of  slavery,  familiarity  with  which  so  de 
moralizes  and  brutalizes  the  mind  as  to  render  it  defiant  of  law  and 
morality.  This  event  should  be  a  warning  to  separate  from  the 
accursed  thing;  to  countenance  neither  it  nor  its  abettors;  and  not 
to  rest  until  this  longstanding  and  unspeakable  disgrace  is  banished 
from  the  face  of  the  Earth. 

SAMUEL  A.  GODDARD. 

April  27,  1865. 


THE  ASSASSINATION  OF  MR.  LINCOLN 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Daily  Post: 

Sir — When  great  crimes  are  committed,  the  welfare  of  society 
requires  they  should  be  traced  to  their  source,  and  that  while  the 
actual  perpetrators  are  not  allowed  to  escape,  the  instigators  should 
not  go  unpunished.  Charity  seeks  to  exonerate  the  leaders  in  the 
American  rebellion  from  complicity  in  the  murder  of  Mr.  Lincoln, 
but  charity  is  often  unreasoning,  and  too  much  inclined  to  shield 
the  guilty. 

The  following  article  from  a  New  York  paper,  the  Iron  Age, 
of  20th  ult.,  puts  the  foul  act  upon  its  proper  footing;  it  being  but 
the  sequence  of  innumerable  acts  in  reality  as  heinous.  The  bom 
bardment  of  Sumter  was  a  stab  at  the  life  not  of  an  individual  only, 
but  at  that  of  thousands,  and  of  the  nation.  A  greater  crime  could 
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hardly  be  committed,  but  it  gave  the  death-blow  to  Slavery,  which 
the  murder  of  Mr.  Lincoln  buries  in  everlasting  oblivion.  Is  not 
the  finger  of  Providence  clearly  discernible  in  these  events? 

Mr.  Lincoln  had  finished  his  mission.  He  was  of  too  kindly  a 
nature  to  deal  with  conquered  rebels;  and  nought  but  his  death 
would  have  insured  a  full  acknowledgment  of  his  merits.  A 
sterner  nature  was  required  to  establish  permanent  peace  and  con 
cord.  The  world  is  to  be  taught,  and  individuals  everywhere  are 
to  be  taught,  that  there  is  no  greater  crime  against  society  than 
wanton,  careless  rebellion,  especially  for  a  wicked  purpose.  The 
originators  of  such  a  rebellion  can  hardly  go  unpunished — expatria 
tion  is  the  lightest  sentence  they  should  receive. 

And  here  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  call  attention  to  the  Punch 
of  this  week.  Has  not  the  public  been  told  continuously  by  me  dur 
ing  the  past  four  years  that  the  cartoons  in  Punch,  illustrative  of  the 
acts  of  the  President,  taught  falsehood  and  not  truth? — and  how 
fully  does  Punch  confirm  this  in  its  lines  on  the  subject  this  week, 
one  of  the  most  wonderful  productions  of  the  day.  Will  the  Times 
turn  these  lines  into  prose,  and  apply  them  to  itself?  What  a 
proper  and  truthful  act  it  would  be ! 

SAMUEL  A.  GODDARD. 
May  6,  1865. 

The  article  which  Mr.  G.  refers  to,  from  the  Iron  Age,  N.  Y.,  April  20,  1865. 

THE  BARBARISM  OF  SLAVERY 

We  do  not  say,  nor  do  we  think,  that  Davis  and  Breckinridge,  Benjamin, 
Hunter  and  Stephens  and  the  other  prominent  leaders  of  the  rebellion,  either 
procured  or  sanctioned  the  murder  of  the  President.  On  the  contrary,  we  doubt 
not  its  occurrence  has  caused  them  terror  and  confusion.  But  this  is  not  because 
of  any  moral  complexion  to  this  guilt  from  which  these  men  would  shrink,  but 
because  they  know  how  to  calculate  its  dire  effects  upon  themselves  and  their 
evil  cause.  But  these  men  are  none  the  less  responsible  for  the  fearful  crime. 
It  is  the  natural  result  of  all  their  teachings,  the  fittest  illustration  of  the  bar 
barism  of  slavery  of  which  they  are  the  advocates,  even  in  the  moment  of  its 
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death.  The  spirit  that  for  years  asserted  a  brutal  terrorism  in  the  South,  de 
bauching  the  morals  and  debasing  the  conscience  of  an  entire  people,  so  that 
the  filthiest  crimes  were  committed  not  only  without  remorse,  but  without  effort 
at  concealment;  the  spirit  that  nerved  the  arm  of  Brooks  to  strike  down  Sumner 
with  an  assassin's  purpose,  and  then  palliated  or  justified  the  act;  the  spirit 
that  controlled  the  rebel  conduct  of  the  war  from  the  very  first,  that  sanctioned 
the  massacre  of  Fort  Pillow  and  ordered  the  slow  tortures  of  Libby  Prison;  the 
same  spirit  of  unscrupulous  tolerance  of  brutal  violence,  of  fiendish  hate,  was 
manifested  in  Booth,  the  last  champion  and  defender  of  slavery,  when  he  mur 
dered  the  beloved  President  of  the  United  States.  We  seek  not  to  lessen  his 
responsibility;  his  appalling  crime  we  know  stands  without  a  parallel,  but  we 
trace  it  to  its  polluted  source,  and  we  find  it  slavery. 

Two  men,  with  the  prescience  of  prophets,  had  testified  of  the  "irrepressible 
conflict"  between  Slavery  and  Freedom,  which  was  inevitable,  and  proclaimed 
that  it  must  go  on  until  America  was  "all  slave  or  all  free."  It  was  fitting  that 
in  their  own  persons  should  be  vindicated  the  truth  of  their  philosophy,  and 
that  in  them  the  conflict  with  Slavery,  of  which  they  were  able  philosophers  and 
guides,  should  find  its  culminating  point.  The  assassin  of  the  President  did  his 
work  more  skilfully  than  the  assassin  of  the  Secretary,  but  in  the  purpose  of 
slavery  and  in  the  eye  of  Heaven,  they  both  were  murdered:  murdered,  too,  in  a 
manner  becoming  the  character  of  their  murderer ;  the  one  by  the  assassin's  bullet 
in  the  back,  without  forewarning,  without  possibility  of  defence;  the  other 
stabbed  as  he  lay  helpless  on  his  bed  of  weakness.  But  let  all  the  world  rejoice 
in  knowing  that  it  was  the  last  effort  of  the  dying  monster.  Henceforth  the  man 
who  dares  to  lift  his  voice  in  defence  or  palliation  of  slavery  will  be  regarded  as 
an  accomplice  in  this  transcendent  crime.  The  conscience  and  the  judgment  of 
the  people  alike  demand  that  slavery  be  at  once  and  completely  extirpated;  and 
the  nation's  heart  feels  by  an  unerring  instinct  that  the  true  murderer  of  Abra 
ham  Lincoln  and  William  H.  Seward  is  the  Slave  Power,  of  which  the  leaders 
of  the  rebellion  are  the  exponents  and  the  head. 

THE  LINCOLN  MEETING 

No  better  proof  of  the  value  of  Mr.  Goddard's  letters  could  be 
found  than  the  fact  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  working- 
men,  held  at  the  Odd  Fellows'  Hall  in  May,  1865,  a  vote  of  thanks 
was  given  him  for  their  publication.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  his 
acknowledgment  of  the  secretary's  notice  to  that  effect : 
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Mr.  Geo.  Bill,  Hon.  Sec'y,  %c. 

DEAR  SIR:  I  am  favoured  with  your  note  of  this  date,  informing  me  of  a 
vote  of  thanks  that  was  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  workingmen  of  Birmingham 
and  its  district,  held  at  the  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,,  for  my  letters  on  the  American 
Rebellion,  which  have  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  the  Daily  Post>  and  for  the 
information  contained  therein.  This  vote  of  thanks  is  especially  gratifying  to 
me.  I  regard  the  workingmen  as  brethren  of  the  brave  and  true  men  of  Amer 
ica  who  have  been  fighting  the  battle  of  Freedom  there,  the  battle  of  labour;  for 
the  right  of  every  one,  however  humble  in  position,  whatever  may  be  the  colour 
of  his  skin  or  the  hardness  of  his  hands,  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  own  labours; 
who  have  been  fighting  against  the  attempt,  by  an  unscrupulous  slave  oligarchy, 
to  establish  despotic  rule,  not  only  over  the  black  labourer  but  the  white  labourer 
— keeping  one  in  perpetual  bondage  and  the  other  in  abject  subjection.  That 
the  latter  was  the  intention  as  well  as  the  former  is  rendered  unquestionable  by 
indisputable  evidence.  At  this  moment  the  world  in  its  prospects  is  two  cen 
turies  in  advance  of  the  position  it  would  have  occupied  had  the  Slave  Power 
prevailed.  The  strength  of  the  loyal  people  of  America  in  the  late  contest,  the 
wonderful  power  displayed  both  in  a  military  and  financial  point  of  view,  con 
sists  in  the  fact  that  the  Government  is  every  man's  Government.  None  consid 
ered  they  were  fighting  for  Mr.  Lincoln,  none  have  considered  they  were  lending 
money  to  Mr.  Lincoln,  but  all  have  regarded  Mr.  Lincoln  simply  as  the  chosen 
man  to  carry  out  the  behests  of  the  Nation,  and  consequently  of  each  individual 
comprising  the  Nation.  The  workingmen  of  England  under  like  circumstances 
would  have  acted  in  like  manner.  Wherever  in  America  workingmen  from  Eng 
land  have  gone,  wherever  they  or  their  descendants  have  invaded  the  forest  or  the 
prairie,  the  schoolhouse  has  been  reared  and  the  Christian  meeting-house  has 
been  established.  The  State  of  Illinois,  which  was  a  wilderness  when  Birkbeck 
and  Flower  went  there,  only  a  few  years  ago,  say  1818,  now  contains  twelve  thou 
sand  free  schools.  This  the  workingman  has  done.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  the  type 
of  what  workingmen  will  accomplish  under  circumstances  which  it  is  their  right 
to  enjoy.  Enfranchisement  with  them  does  not  lead  to  mobocracy,  but  to  an 
enlightened  conservatism,  and  this  history  confirms.  The  sympathy  shown  by 
the  working  classes  and  by  all  classes,  and  by  the  Queen  (who  is  as  popular  in 
America  as  in  England)  in  the  terrible  bereavement  to  which  the  American 
people  have  been  subject,  will  occasion  a  profound  impression  there,  and  will 
long  be  remembered. 

I  am  very  truly  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  A.  GODDARD. 
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